
When you look back on 2015, what do you see?  Here at 
Marie-Rose House, I see people of different cultures, countries, 

and ages working together, growing, facing challenges, 
transforming their environment and being transformed in the 

process. It is impossible, of course, to capture in six pages the 
blessings of a year, but let’s revisit a few moments of grace.  Marie-Rose 

House is a small project but we have inter-cultural, 
inter-national and inter-generational partners. We, 

Holy Names Sisters, 
are committed to this 
kind of collaboration, 
and YOU, by every 
thought, prayer, and 
gift you send our way, 
are among our diverse 
partners in mission. 
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Dear Friends, 

Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary     U.S.-Ontario Province     Washington Partners in Mission

P           arents, grandparents and other family members, including first generation immigrant farm workers and 
next generation professionals, organized Mexico in Wapato with more partners than ever before.  They 

were serious and hopeful as they thoughtfully considered their options for 2015, 2016, and beyond.     

Collaboration

Artist Deborah Ann (standing) from Yakima, with a truly 
international team of young artists who transformed 
graffiti-ridden walls into neighborhood art. This wall 

shows farmworkers in corn fields in front of other 
orchards and fields which stretch back to Mt. Adams 

and the open sky.

Thank you!

Cousins “Vy and C” (Khanh  Nguyen and Chau Huynh) 
transform aggressive graffiti to butterflies and flowers.
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A demonstration of the Yakima River watershed.

From mid-July to mid-August, an international team guided by 11 teachers from Mexico, 
engaged over 100 boys and girls to listen, speak, read, sing, play and write in Spanish; to 
embroider and dance; to race and play ball, to make “God’s Eyes” with yarn, and piñatas with 
newspapers and homemade paste; to camp overnight in teepees, and even to learn about the 
watershed of the Yakima River System.

Mr. Eric Geary, from Yakima County Water Resources 
Department, provoked curiosity and lots of questions. 

Mr. Geary’s 
demonstration of 
the Yakima River 
watershed, as part 
of a focus on 
caring for our earth, 
evoked lots of 
questions. Children 
crowded around as 
soon as they could. 

The final 
exhibit of work 
featured this 
magnificent 
“Day of the Dead” 
altar honoring 
Mother Marie-Rose. 
The “carpet” is made 
from grasscuttings 
collected from the 
city park and dyed. 
Such lavish 
creativity with simple materials, so typically Mexican, feeds the 
souls of the parents and their children, connecting them to their 
twin roots: Mexico and Wapato. 

Collaboration, continued
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Teen volunteers (left) are an essential 
part of the program, as teachers’ aides, 
connectors between the children and the 
adults, and  general helpers. Ten of the teen 
volunteers pose here with five Mexican 
teachers and co-director Veronica Guizar 
(front, kneeling). 

Becky St. John (right, holding grandson Liam)  
welcomes the teachers each year for a 
St. Patrick’s  Day party. She fixes corn beef 
and cabbage, which most of them have never 
eaten or even heard of.  They wear green and 
pretend to be Irish for an evening.  Some years they 
have decorated gingerbread houses after dinner.  
(Why not St. Patrick and Christmas all in one?) 
This year, Becky played her piano and shared songs 
of faith in memory of  her best friend,  who had recently died of cancer.  We get to know each other in 
our daily lives.   

Collaboration, continued
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Collaboration, continued

The 12 passenger 
van SNJM 
Associate, 
Daniel Ortega, 
helped acquire for 
Marie-Rose House 
was in constant 
use. Here, the 
teachers celebrate 
a successful day of 
shopping for gifts for 
family and friends 
back home.

Below: Mr. Mike Kensler 
built a new cedar fence 
all the way around the 

back yard!

truly international team transformed the graffiti ridden walls of the abondoned 
house across the street into colorful folk art, “Painting Pride in Wapato.”

Transformation

A
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Other blessings included annual visits of students from St Martin’s, Oregon State, and Seattle Universities.

And some new citizens. For most immigrants, becoming a 
citizen is a long and arduous task.  For the past several 

years, MRH has been collaborating with La Casa Hogar, Yakima, 
for  programs  in citizenship, computers, and ESL.  This year’s 
new citizens included  Luz Monroy, the founding teacher of the 
program, and 
Maria Gonzalez 
(left), mother of 
Felisa (far left), 
an active 
volunteer from 
Heritage 
University.

New Citizen 
Luz Monroy 

(right)!  I do feel 
more secure with 
women like Luz 

living their gifts so generously. Every person who has sub-
mitted their application for 

citizenship through Luz’s program has become a citizen, and 
can now be an active participant in our democracy.



In Gratitude . . . 
Your gifts to the Sisters 

of the Holy Names 
help keep 

Marie-Rose House alive.

712 S. Simcoe Ave 
Wapato, WA 98951 

 
509-877-4256  

marierosehouse@
centurylink.net

Your ongoing support 
of prayer, volunteer 

hours and financial gifts 
creates opportunities 

and the hope of 
growth in life and faith 
for immigrant children, 

women and men.  

  
I do believe that Christ 

smiles on you with 
gratitude.  Together, 

we help God’s beloved 
under-served 

grow and flourish.

What do we need?  

Women’s Spirituality

Therese Larson 
and Barbara Toop, two 
members of “Graced Group,” 
join other women twice a 
month for conversation on 
women’s spirituality.

Our mission in Lima, Peru includes a learning center called Centro Maria Rosa. 
And groups of Spirituality, too.  Sr. Marjorie Moffatt, left, leads a contemplative 

prayer group from which Iskra, Flora, and others draw strength, consolation, and a 
sense of sisterhood.

We have been invited by Pope Francis to live our ordinary lives of 2016 within an 
Extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of 
Mercy. All over 
the world, Holy 
Names Sisters, 
Associates and, 
friends are 
responding to 
the invitation.  
What might it 
look like if each 
of us let God’s 
extraordinary 
mercy be realized 
in and through 
us?   As we 
wonder, we can 
look back on 
2015 for evidence 

of what God loves 
to do every minute of every day: Create, Renew, Transform, Love, Rejoice, Give and 
Receive, Forgive. These are not just words.  They are how God is.   Thank you for 
your openness to God’s work in you, and for your support for God’s work in us.

L to R: Sr. Marjorie Moffatt (holding the camera, making sure everyone 
is in the picture)  Sr. Mary Ellen, Iskra Vania, Flora Diaz, Victoria Vilchez.


