The Crime against Humanity

The United Nations estimates 2.4 million people are trafficked at any given time and their exploitation generates $32 billion in annual profits for criminals. The Global Slavery Index estimates nearly 30 million people worldwide are living in slave-like conditions.

Pope Francis has called human trafficking "a crime against humanity" and "an open wound on the body of contemporary society, a scourge upon the body of Christ." He said, “It’s a disgrace” that people are treated “as objects, deceived, raped, often sold many times for different purposes and, in the end, killed or, in any case, physically and mentally damaged, ending up thrown away and abandoned.” 
Excerpt from the CONSTITUTIONS of the Sister of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary

13  Education in the faith demands of us active involvement in the promotion of justice. In the spirit and according to the teachings of the Church, our educational endeavours have a special concern for the poor and disadvantaged.

14  We are challenged by the Gospel and by the needs of society to unite our efforts with those around us to attain for all people conditions of life more equitable and more worthy of human dignity.

Creator God,
Give us the wisdom and strength to fight human trafficking.  Let us open our hearts to be one with those who live at the mercy of tyrants. Help us to obliterate this system of human degradation.
We pray for those toiling in substandard surroundings as slaves in factories, shacks, fields and in brothels.


R: Give them hope, bring them justice and fill their spirit with your love.

We pray for families who have lost a loved one to the streets, not knowing if their precious child is alive.  


R: Give them hope, bring them justice and fill their spirit with your love.

We pray for those children who are forced to be soldiers and trained to be killers for their captors.


R: Give them hope, bring them justice and fill their spirit with your love.

Psalm 10:14

But you, God, see the trouble of the afflict;

you consider their grief and take it in hand.
The victims commit themselves to you;
    you are the helper of the fatherless.
We pray for the perpetrators and the customers.  Let them see the destruction of their deeds, bring them a change of heart and turn their actions toward the wellbeing of their victims.


R: Give them insight, bring them to justice and allow them to see your forgiving love.

We pray for the governments of the world, the corporations and all people working to abolish the systems that cultivate human trafficking.


R: Give them strength, put justice in their hands and fill their spirit with your wisdom.
We pray for all of us who have been educated about modern day slavery.


R: Give us strength, help us bring justice and dispel our apathy. 

Let us remember the sanctity of all life:
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy that person; for God's temple is sacred, and you together are that temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17
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