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I’m Adrianna Carr, for those of you who don’t know me, and I am 
the Development Director in the Oregon Region for the Sisters of 
the Holy Names.  I had the distinct privilege of being mentored by 
and a colleague of S. Celine Steinberger.  I will not try to replicate 
for you the intricate snapshot of S. Celine that was presented by 
her brilliant and long-time friends, S. Mary Ann Farley, S. Carol 
Ann, S. Betty and a number of others.  I wish you could have been 
at the incredible funeral, vigil and commitment ceremonies in 
Spokane.  What I can share with you is the legacy of S. Celine’s 
work in the 18 years I knew her.  She was a tremendous 
fundraiser, as I’m sure you’ll see. 
 
To do this, I must begin at what I knew of S. Celine’s deepest self.  
She was first and foremost a disciple and follower of Mother Marie 
Rose Durocher through her calling and commitment as a vowed 
member of the Sisters of the Holy Names.  What was Celine called 
to?  In 1996, Celine wrote an extraordinary letter to Mother Marie 
Rose outlining beautifully what she felt that calling entailed.  S. 
Mary Ann Farley will read that letter in its entirety after Communion 
and I’m sure you will see why it significantly impacted many of us: 

• She said three times in the letter that she was called to do 
together what none of the Sisters could do alone.   

• To remember that her time, talents, gifts and treasures were 
not hers, but were for others, to be shared for the common 
good.  

• That she got up everyday relying on God’s graces to do within 
and through her far more than she could ever ask or imagine, 
as we heard so beautifully in the Ephesians 3 passage read by 
S. Anna Weisner. 

 



What were those gifts she spoke of?  I think all of us who knew her 
could agree that she had a love of beauty and an ability to share it 
wherever she went.  She could create space anywhere.  You give 
her a couple of scarves and candles, and voila, the ambience was 
totally changed.  She personally did the rooms of the vast majority 
of Sisters who moved out of Ft. Wright Convent to other facilities 
and each of them entered their rooms with a sigh of relief because 
Celine had made it their home.  Now S. Mary Breiling said that she 
thought Celine and I had a few things in common, namely loving 
beautiful clothes.  S. Celine could visit her favorite store Value 
Village or one of the other thrift stores she enjoyed and purchase a 
complete outfit, head to foot, for $25 - $50.  I think motivation is 
everything and Celine’s motivation was not for herself, it was for 
you and for everyone she came in contact with.  She wanted you 
to enjoy beauty because she took St. Paul’s encouragement of 
Phillipians 4:8 to heart, that whatever was lovely and of good 
report and praiseworthy and loyal, this is what we should think and 
meditate on.  She also answered the Sisters’ commitment to the 
environment through this gift of hers, because her outfits would 
eventually be recycled back to the stores.  Can you imagine the 
power of prayers that would be passed along to whomever had the 
good fortune of buying those clothes? 
 
She also knew uniquely how to share the primacy of God’s love, as 
S. Sheila shared from the Sisters’ Constitutions.  She wrote 1,000s 
of letters and made 100s of phone calls each year, encouraging, 
thanking, sharing the love she had for each of these donors.  At 
the vigil, we heard many stories of how these efforts changed the 
lives of many of these people, some of them especially poignant 
and transformative.  Celine was an ambassador for Jesus and Mary 
through her congregation of the Sisters of the Holy Names. 
 
C.S. Lewis, arguably, one of the greatest minds of the 20th Century 
wrote a book called “The Four Loves.”  Those Loves were Affection, 
Friendship, Eros or Romantic Love, and the Love of Christ, which 
elevated all of the other loves.  To the Ancients, Friendship seemed 
the happiest and most fully human of the loves.  Jesus gathered 
around him very close friends.  He said “I no longer call you 



servants, but I call you friends.”  Our time and history are 
measured by the work that little band did together.  Our world was 
completely changed for the better.  And what about Mother Rose?  
Along with Henriette Ceré and Melodie Dufresne, they transformed 
the lives of countless young women and passed the baton to the 
Sisters who came after them.  We can never know how many 
apples came from those seeds that were planted by them.  Within 
S. Celine’s circle of Sisters, dreams were discussed and discerned 
until faith was put into action.  It was at this point that we received 
our own calling to enter into this deep friendship by joining our 
work with theirs to do what no one of us could do on our own.  I 
see Associates and Staff here today, Donors and Volunteers.  
These are callings, as well.  We are joining together for the 
common good. 
 
I am saddened that our modern culture does not seem to value or 
recognize the importance of true friendships.  Modern Romance is 
what is vitally important today.  My 30 year old daughter has never 
had a romance and feels tremendous pressure that there is 
something wrong with her, why is she so different?  A wise 
counselor told her “You’re not looking for a husband, you’re looking 
for community.  It is there where you will find help to discern if 
marriage is really your calling.”  S. Celine had a real focus on 
meeting with young woman and showing them that there were 
other viable options than marriage.  Many of those women 
remained in touch with her throughout the years.  I challenge us to 
share with our young people the centrality and importance of deep, 
lasting friendships and what they are able to accomplish.  
 
Sister Kate Ondreyco who does our job in California, S. Celine and 
I were a Triad.  Deeply involved in our work together, sharing the 
story of the Holy Names. So what better invitation to leave you 
with than one that came directly from Mother Marie Rose herself, 
“Where can we be better off than in the heart of Jesus?  I invite 
you to join me there because it is there where I wish to make my 
dwelling and where we will never be parted.”  

 
 


