Incorporated Province Ministry Members
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Cynthia Canning, SNJM

San Leandro, California, adjacent to Oakland

Sister Cynthia Canning taught in elementary and secondary schools for fourteen years in California, including five years as a teacher at Ramona and seven as teacher and/or principal of Holy Names High School in Oakland. From 1982 to 1994 she served on the SNJM Leadership Team in the (former) California Province, including six years as Director of Ministries and six as Provincial. She was President of the Leadership Conference of Women Religious, California region, for three of those years. In 1993, as the Sisters of the Holy Names celebrated their 125th anniversary in Oakland, she and other Sisters asked some of the most disadvantaged adults of West Oakland how the Sisters might help them meet their educational needs. One year later, Sister Rosemary Delaney, Sister Cynthia, and Sister Margaret Kennedy opened Next Step Learning Center. The nonprofit helps adults gain literacy skills or complete a high school education that had been cut short. Students pay no tuition. For more than 21 years Sister Cynthia and Sister Rosemary served as the learning center’s Co-Directors before stepping down and entrusting Next Step to a new Executive Director, Lisa Stringer.  Sister Cynthia has served on the Boards of Holy Names University, Holy Names High School and Ramona Convent High  School, and on the Personnel Placement Board for the Diocese of Oakland. Education: Master’s Degree in English from University of California, Los Angeles and an Executive Certificate in Nonprofit Management from University of San Francisco.
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Elizabeth Crean, SNJM

Longwood, Florida

Sister Elizabeth Crean’s interrelated interests in American history, law, education and administration have led to a variety of service, mostly in the Dioceses of Tampa and Orlando, Florida. In 1985 Sister Elizabeth became the first campus president of the Academy of the Holy Names in Tampa (the largest of the Holy Names schools), and she has served multiple terms on the Academy’s Board of Trustees.  In Orlando, she directed Bishop Moore High School’s Academic Advancement Program and Learning Center for mainstreamed students with learning disabilities and students who struggled academically. Beginning in 2006, she was a member of the first SNJM U.S.-Ontario Province Leadership Team, formed when the Sisters reconfigured the former Provinces of New York, California, Washington, Oregon, and Ontario, Canada. Earlier in her career she taught in New York, Virginia and Florida and was a photographer for the Florida Catholic newspaper. She has been an adjunct American history instructor at Seminole State College. Her interest in immigration law led her to complete a paralegal program recently, and she has been working with immigration attorneys to help provide pro bono services for low-income immigrant populations.  Education: BA from Barry University, Miami, Florida; MA from University of South Florida; Paralegal degree from Seminole State College.
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Maureen Delaney, SNJM
Provincial, SNJM U.S.-Ontario Province, Portland, Oregon

Chance encounters can change lives. In the 1980s, Sister Maureen Delaney had worked on the cathedral staff and in community outreach in Oakland, California. At a gathering of Holy Names Sisters, she heard Sister Anne Brooks, the physician and director of Tutwiler Clinic in Tutwiler, Mississippi, ask if a Sister might do outreach work in that rural community. What Dr. Brooks described clicked with Sister Maureen: if a patient was injured by falling off her porch, maybe the porch needs fixing.  Sister Maureen moved to Tutwiler and was provided with space in a small back room of the clinic. Responding to needs and concerns expressed by Tutwiler residents, many programs and activities were started: rides to the doctor, GED classes, a quilt-making program, senior citizen and children’s programs, and a thrift store. The outreach programs soon outgrew their space in the clinic, and an abandoned building was purchased in “downtown” Tutwiler. Thanks to a grant from the Kellogg Foundation and donations from people all over the country, the Tutwiler Community Education Center was born. Sister Maureen was the founder and director for 28 years. In January 2016 she relocated to Portland, Oregon, to begin a five-year term as Provincial of the SNJM U.S.-Ontario Province. Education: Bachelor’s degree, Holy Names College (now University).
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Maria Faina, SNJM

Silver Spring, Maryland

Sister Maria Faina first met the Sisters of the Holy Names when her parents enrolled her in a Confraternity of Christian Doctrine class in preparation for her First Holy Communion at St. Gabriel School in Washington, DC.  In the fourth grade she became a student there and has the unique experience, over the years, of being a student, a teacher and a principal at the school.  During some 50 years as a Sister, she has worked with many groups – in Catholic schools, as associate administrator in a parish, and as a principal and consultant in Center City Public Charter Schools in Washington, DC – schools converted from Catholic parish schools to public charter schools in the inner city. In some cases the parents in those schools had never met a Catholic Sister before. They sought a curriculum steeped in values and character education, and they trusted the school led by Sister Maria to help them achieve it for their children. Recently, she served on the U.S.-Ontario Province Mission Integration Committee. Currently Sister Maria is a Trustee on the boards of Academy of the Holy Names in Albany, New York, and Academy of the Holy Names in Tampa, Florida. Photography, calligraphy and creative design are among her passions. Education: MS in Education (Supervision and Administration), State University of New York at Albany. 
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Margaret Kennedy, SNJM 

SNJM U.S.-Ontario Province Leadership Team, Portland, Oregon
Although it was an hour and a half bus ride from her home, Sister Margaret attended Holy Names High School in Oakland, California, where Sisters influenced her vocation. After teaching English and Religious Studies and heading a Catholic elementary school in California, Sister Margaret served on the SNJM California Province Leadership Team and later on the Sisters’ Congregational Leadership Team. She visited SNJM ministries in Peru and Lesotho, and continues to be inspired by the faith and commitment of the Sisters there. She helped found and operate the Next Step Learning Center in Oakland and served on the administrative staff at Holy Names High School in Oakland. Recently she helped coordinate many older Sisters’ transition from their longtime home in the Los Gatos, California, convent to new group residences in Northern California. In 2016 Sister Margaret began a five-year term on the SNJM U.S.-Ontario Province Leadership Team.  Education: Master’s degree in Administration from the University of Notre Dame, South Bend, Indiana; undergraduate studies at Holy Names College (now University); Religious Studies courses at University of San Francisco.  
