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Jessica Richardson, of Portland, shared her story as a survivor of
human trafficking Saturday in Shemanski Park in downtown Portland.
"I have been a slave, but today I am free," she told the crowd. More

Events

July 12: Bill Hillar, a retired
colonel in the U.S. Army Special
Forces whose daughter was
forced into the sex trade in
Southeast Asia and later died,
will discuss the subject at 6 p.m.
at Kells Irish Restaurant & Pub,
112 S.W. Second Ave.

July 21: Briefing on the issue
before the Portland City Council,
2 p.m. in City Hall council
chambers, 1221 S.W. Fourth
Ave.

July 27: An episode of “Dan
Rather Reports” called
“Pornland, Oregon: Child
Prostitution in Portland” will be
screened at noon in the
Multnomah County boardroom,
501 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd.
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Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden vows to continue fight
against human trafficking
Published: Saturday, July 10, 2010, 7:07 PM     Updated: Sunday, July 11, 2010, 8:18 AM

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., urged
community activists and state
policymakers at a rally Saturday in
downtown Portland to fight child
trafficking. 

He spoke at the event organized by
Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and
Mary, who brought together more than
two dozen faith-based organizations
from around the country to put a
public spotlight on human trafficking. 

"This issue is not partisan," Wyden
said. "Regardless of your philosophy or
political persuasion, we come together
to fight human trafficking."

Portland Commissioner Dan Saltzman and Multnomah County
Commissioners Diane McKeel and Barbara Willer also
addressed the crowd, along with Jessica Richardson, who
shared her harrowing story as a child victim of sexual
trafficking in Portland. 

"Slavery is alive and thriving in Portland right now," Dwight
Holton, U.S. attorney for Oregon, told the crowd. "Anyone who
thinks prostitution is a victimless crime needs to come to the
neighborhoods where these pimps plot their trade. We need to
support these victims." 

The U.S. Department of Justice has identified Portland as one
of 12 cities that serve as hubs for child trafficking. Seven
underage prostitutes and six adult pimps were uncovered in
Portland last year during a 29-city national raid -- numbers
outpaced only by Seattle. 
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Oregonians Against Trafficking
Humans, oregonoath.org or
503-251-2479. Or call OATH
about hosting training at your
school, workplace or place of
worship.

Report suspected cases to the
National Human Trafficking
Resource Center, 1-888-373-
7888, nhtrc.polarisproject.org

Donate online to the
Beaverton-based Sexual Assault
Resource Center. Donations can
be earmarked for commercially
and sexually exploited youths.
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County officials have cited the city's proximity to Interstates 5
and 84, lax sexual trafficking enforcement laws and a large
population of homeless youths as explanations for the state's
swelling ranks of human trafficking cases. 

Wyden and Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, introduced a bill last
month that would crack down on traffickers and fund victim
shelters in six states. Last fall, the state gave Multnomah
County a $500,000 grant that created the three-year
Multnomah County Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children
project, which better coordinates victim response by law
enforcement and social service agencies. 

The state keeps no data on victims of sexual trafficking. But
advocates estimate that thousands of Oregon children are at
high risk of sexual and labor trafficking. 

Hundreds of thousands of American youths are trafficked for
sexual exploitation every year, according to the U.S.
Department of Justice. 

Saturday's rally was the first in a series of events scheduled this month after the Portland City
Council and the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners voted to proclaim July as Human
Trafficking Awareness Month.
 
-- Bobby Allyn

Related topics: human trafficking, ron wyden, sisters of the holy names of jesus and mary
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against human-trafficking?) for the last several years, like oil prices, jobs, etc. Don't forget that
he voted to sell Israel white phosphorus munitions a few years back when they were fighting
the Palestinians. He's a phony, and it's about time more people wise up to him. I'm a life-long
Democrat, and I've watched him for a long time. Phony!

ricardon2000 July 10, 2010 at 6:53PM

Follow

It's getting close to election time so Wyden is out getting free publicity. He no more cares
about this issue than any other issue except how to get re-elected. He has been at the public
trough most of his life, including the last 30 years as an elected representative and senator. He
is an elitist career politician who needs to be voted out of office. Remember that senators have
6 year terms - he needs to get in line to find a real job come November. If you disagree, name
10 things he has done to improve the condition of Oregonians. That should be easy. I'm only
asking you to name one for every three years in office.

It's stunning that this nimrod has been re-elected over and over and over again. Says
something about those Oregon registered voters who choose to vote.

This is likely our last chance to get rid of this guy. Don't let the opportunity pass by in
November.

kevinjoneil July 10, 2010 at 9:04PM

Follow

if you believe any politician will follow thru and keep pre election promses, I have a leaking oil
rig id like to sell to you

rdmDave July 10, 2010 at 9:41PM

Follow

What? No mention of or connection to illegal aliens? Surely not limited to Mexicans, but isn't
that one of the big parts of that problem?Heaven forbid we sacrifice reality for political
correctness and votes!

birddog July 10, 2010 at 9:59PM

Follow

Earl, take a good look at the illegal mexican, hispanic population here in oregon, you want to
talk trafficking. How many of these poor illegals is going to be ???????????????????????????
???????????????? Try doing some thing right and enforce the immigration laws, send these
people home and get them off our streets. Their not doing any one any good, and were not
doing them any good by letting them live here off our tax dollars. Then you may get some
vote's! Naaaah

nalon July 10, 2010 at 10:30PM

Follow

+1

global888 July 10, 2010 at 11:02PM
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Remember that Senator Wyden voted AGAINST the mandatory use of E-Verify for federal
contractors, allowing federal contractors to hire ILLEGAL aliens. The same ILLEGAL aliens that
earned, and send home to mexico, our Bailout tax dollars.

Sen. Wyden was elected to represent his LEGAL American constituents. Instead, in his pursuit
of votes, he decided to vote in favor of ILLEGAL aliens.

It is reasonable to assume that Sen. Wyden will vote in favor of giving ILLEGAL aliens complete
amnesty.

He wants you to help him help ILLEGAL aliens this coming election.

Remember this, come election day...

dandelion267 July 10, 2010 at 11:13PM

Follow

Bingo.

dandelion267 July 10, 2010 at 11:11PM

Follow

If this jaquearse wanted to help he could start by supporting the enforcement of our borders
and putting a stop to illegal invasion. That's the largest source of human trafficking right there.

rdmDave July 10, 2010 at 11:23PM

Follow

Sorry, birddog, gotta do it.

Who is Earl? No mention in the article or comments. Must have been deleted. Unless you're
talking of Earl B. if that's where you're going?
What's wrong with Hispanic population here is Oregon? Legal is okay, right?
What is meant by " how many is going to be ?????????????????????????????. We're all left
with the same ?????????????????".
Do you mean something rather than some thing?
Do you mean they're instead of their?
Do you mean anyone rather than any one?

And we're not doing them any good by letting them live here? Who? Legal immigrants or
illegals? Or just plain Mexicans? Why, Einstein, do you think they come here? Free health care,
free housing, free education, free citizenship for their babies, everything that you and I as
citizens have to pay for? Sounds to me like we're doing them a lot of good by coming to live
here off our taxes. Better than the rest of us. How are we doing them some sort of injustice?

Your ire is well-understood, birddog, but your rant falls on deaf ears by being poorly written or
thought-out. Your passion is clear, but your lack of literacy detracts from your message and
makes you appear to be a raging racist versus a good patriot. You're being fuel for the libs who
accuse us conservatives as being idiots, because, frankly, your comment isn't very good and
we're all represented as racial hicks.

Just do us all a favor and watch the action from afar. Don't comment anymore short of saying "
I agree", or Horse***t. That's enough.

The libs are vicious enough and we don't want to stoop to their level. It's okay to be pissed-
off, but your comments will do little good in this venue. Okay?

rdmDave
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thewayitottabe July 11, 2010 at 12:21AM

Follow

Well said.

thewayitottabe July 11, 2010 at 12:23AM

Follow

Speaking as a registered Democrat, I can't think of a single Dem worth having in office.

conservatype July 11, 2010 at 7:07AM

Follow

thewayitottabe:
"speaking as a registered Democrat, I can't think of a single Dem worth having in office"

Well, dude, perhaps it's time to take a serious look at your party affiliation. The Democrat party
used to be the party of liberalism. Now it's the party of socialism. If we continue down this
road, soon it will be the party of gulags and death camps. When you take freedoms from the
people and give them to the elites, you know the outcome won't be good. If you don't believe
it, take a hard look at countries like Cuba and Venezuela. If you don't like what you see, first
change your party affiliation. Then join the Tea Party crowd, who are marching in the streets
against the federal government power grab........

justonian July 11, 2010 at 7:59AM

Follow

And I vow to poke the next religious idiot who comes to my door directly in the eye. Do I get a
boring agenda ridden news story about me now?

purplehayes July 11, 2010 at 8:56AM

Follow

Is this the same Senator Wyden who wouldn't respond to my email about his voting record on
E-verify? I asked only one question (politely) and still no response. Si Se Puede!!!
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